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Happy Thanksgiving Peter Brown Cousins! 

 This year we celebrate with our family and friends as we all are 
returning to a more normal sense of living.  With the pandemic 
curtailing many of our family traditions it is with a new sense of 
excitement that we plan our holiday celebrations this year.  

We must look to the future now and turn our attention to the 
education of the younger generation about the Pilgrim story before it 
is forgotten or erased.  As the generations ever increase from those 
original settlers who arrived upon the Mayflower it is more than ever 
important for us all to reach out and tell the story.  It is with that in 
mind that we share with you a book describing the place that Peter 
hailed from: Dorking, England.  Elizabeth has written a wonderful 
review of the book written by Kathy Atherton.  

I look forward to seeing many of you at our upcoming triennial meeting in September 2023.  Many of us have missed 
seeing all the renovations that had been in the works for the 400th anniversary celebration.  This will be a wonderful 
opportunity to catch up on the Plymouth happenings.   

If you have an interest in serving on the PPBS board please email either myself or any of the current board members.  
The nominating committee will soon be looking for applicants.  Please consider contributing an article or two to the 
newsletter.  We would love to see more stories about your ancestors and Peter’s descendants.   

Thanksgiving blessings to you and your families, 

Sheryl Schilling 

PPBS Governor  
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The Pilgrim Peter Brown Society Newsletter is a biannual publication of news for the Society membership and those with 
an interest in our Society and Pilgrim Peter Brown.  The purpose of the Pilgrim Peter Brown Society Newsletter is to 
provide information that relates to Pilgrim Peter Brown and his descendants.  The Pilgrim Peter Brown Society is not 
responsible for individual opinions or viewpoints printed in this publication.  Contributors must receive permission to 
publish photos from each subject prior to submission.  Original materials from this newsletter may not be reprinted 
without the permission of the Pilgrim Peter Brown Society.  

Sheryl Schilling, Editor - sschilling1620@gmail.com  

Thank you to Mark Hassenpflug for proofreading the newsletter and to our webmaster David Schilling for technical 
assistance.   
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Book Review: The Weaver, the Shoemaker and the Mother of a 
Nation:  The Story of Dorking’s Mayflower Pilgrims 

by Elizabeth Werner 

 

On Dorking’s West Street stands the only home of a “Pilgrim Father,” known to have survived into the 
21st Century. A blue plaque on the front celebrates the owner, William Mullins, one of six Dorking residents who 
sailed on the Mayflower to the New World.  

The Weaver, Shoemaker and the Mother of a Nation focuses on three of the Dorking Mayflower 
passengers. Peter Browne is the weaver; William Mullins is the shoemaker, and Priscilla Mullins is the mother 
of the nation. Authors and historians, Kathy Atherton and Susannah Horne, use the available research and 
documentation to tell the story of Dorking’s Pilgrims.  Kathy Atherton is responsible for permanent and 
temporary exhibits at the Dorking Museum & Heritage Centre; she has written local histories and offers guided 
walks in the Dorking area. Susannah Horne is a trained archeologist, medievalist, and Dorking Museum’s Archive 
Manager. She published Early Medieval Dorking and is about to publish A Hundred Years on a Medieval Manor.   

 

 

 

Kathy Atherton and Susannah Horne have written a brief, readable account of the Dorking Pilgrims 
beginning with their origins and ending with their lives in the growing Plymouth Colony.  Three appendices at 
the end of the book include the Mayflower passenger list, the will of William Mullins, a summary of Caleb 
Johnson’s 2004 research on Peter Browne’s connection to the Mullins and Dorking, and a map of central Dorking 
showing the location of key 17th century buildings and surviving structures. Any reader unfamiliar with Dorking 
will find this map helpful. The authors talk more about the Mullins family than to Peter Browne, due to more 
documentation about them than about Peter Browne. Mostly color photographs, artifacts from the Dorking 
museum and elsewhere, and paintings of Dorking buildings enrich the volume. 
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  The first and longest chapter of the book, “A fine 
house in Darking” describes Dorking (name then spelled 
“Darking”) in the 17th century and what we know of William 
Mullins, the Mullins family, and Peter Browne. This chapter 
begins with William Mullins, Dorking’s “best-known ‘Pilgrim 
Father.” Not much is known of William’s early life, except that 
he and his brother John, like his father went into the 
shoemaking business. William left the town for a while and 
returned a married man with children. The absence of Mullins’ 
marriage and baptism in the Dorking parish registers does not 
necessarily mean that he was a dissenter from the Church of 
England. Church records were incomplete during the years 
that the Mullins were bringing up their children. William 
Mullins held responsible positions in the town and was 
prosperous enough to buy his famous house in 1612. The 
house was a prestigious building consisting of four timber-
framed gabled houses, which formed a terrace, each with a 
jetty overhanging the streets and its own entrance. The 
terraces could have been built to rent out. The Mullen’s might 
have occupied one unit of the property, sold shoes from the 
ground floor, and rented the rest of the units. The house was 
a large property for a shoemaker to own, which suggests that 
he did well in business, or his wife brought money into the 
marriage.  

Peter Browne is the weaver and the second Dorking resident to travel on the Mayflower. The authors 
summarize Caleb Johnson’s research which placed Peter Browne in Dorking, and which connected him to the 
Mullins. Peter was one of six children of William Browne, most of whom were apprenticed as weavers upon 
their father’s death. Peter Browne might have heard of the opportunity to sail to the New World because of a 
connection to the Mullins family. Peter’s older sister Jane had married into the Hammon family. William Mullins 
had been appointed executor of Jane’s mother-in-law’s will. Mullins sold his property in Dorking to Ephraim 
Bothell, the husband of Jane Browne’s sister-in-law. William Mullins’ wife Alice may have been a widow of a 

Thomas Browne and could have been Peter Browne’s 
aunt. 

The book’s description of 17th century Dorking 
orients to readers to the town.  Its name was often 
spelled “Darking,” had a population of about 1400, 
and served as a market town for the surrounding 
villages. The Mullins lived near Pump Corner and the 
top of West Street, a busy trading area full of artisans’ 
and tradesmen’s shops. Because beer was safer to 
drink than water, the Mullins frequented nearby inns 
and taverns, several whose buildings survive today.  

During the 17th century, Dorking’s buildings 
were timber framed. The surrounding topography 
made it hard and expensive to bring building materials 
to Dorking, so wood came from nearby oak trees. The 
wood had to be used within a year of cutting or it 
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would be too hard to work. As a result, many of Dorking’s buildings can be dated with a year of construction 
through an analysis of the tree rings of the wood used in their construction. The book lists and shows photos of 
surviving buildings that William Mullins and Peter Browne would have known: 

• The Leslie Cottage built in the 1560s 
• Pear Tree Cottage, late 16th or early 17th Century 
• The former Gunn Inn, now houses the Bourne Gallery, part of the King’s Arms 
• Part of the White Horse, dates back to the 15th century but with an 18th Century exterior 
• Parts of what is now the King’s Arms which were a row of cottages in William Mullins’ time. 
• The Old House on West Street which has 16th Century features 
• The Old Rose and Crown building known as Godfreys in Mullins’ time. 

 

Dorking’s government consisted of a manorial court that met regularly. All men and youths were 
required to attend in order to address discuss business, enforce regulations, and impose fines. The manor was 
divided into six boroughs or tithing units. Each of these units had an elected official, sometimes called a 
headborough or tithing man, who was responsible for policing crime in his unit. William Mullins served as a 
headborough or tithing man at least once in Dorking. The pilgrims set up a similar judicial system upon their 
arrival in Plymouth Colony.  

After discussing civil government, the first chapter describes the religious situation in the 17th century. 
St. Martins Church was Dorking’s parish church. Peter Browne and the Mullins family would have known the 
12th century church building that dominated the town. We do not know the Mullins or Browne’s religious 
convictions, but the established English church and nonconformists shared a similar Calvinist doctrine. However, 
nonconformists objected to the English church’s use of the Prayer Book, sacramental rites and ceremonies, 
governance by bishops, or any religious authority that came between God and the individual.  
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Politics might have motivated the Mullins’ 
and Peter Browne to move to the New World. 
There was more religious tolerance under King 
James than under Queen Elizabeth or Queen Mary, 
but King James’ court was decadent and 
scandalous. King James dissolved Parliament for 
seven years. In 1618, it was discussed that a 
marriage might be arranged between the daughter 
of the King of Spain and Prince Charles (later 
Charles I). The marriage never happened but it 
raised fears of increasing tolerance for Catholicism. 
Puritans concluded that “England was no longer a 
country where the ‘godly’ could consent to live.” 
(p. 19) 

Economic conditions also might have 
encouraged Mullins and Browne to join the 
Mayflower voyage. A famine occurred in 1590. A 
period of price increases was followed by 
depression and unemployment, especially in the 

cloth industry. Increasing international trade offered new business opportunities. Responding to positive and 
negative economic pressures of the day, Mullins and Browne might have decided to try their luck in the New 
World. In May 1619 William Mullins sold his Dorking property. He and Peter Browne paid £10 each to the joint-
stock company that would fund the voyage of the Mayflower. William Mullins, his wife Alice, son Joseph, and 
teenage daughter Priscilla brought their allotted ton and half of goods that included 252 pairs of shoes and 
thirteen pairs of boots. William Mullins intended to set up a shoe business. 

The book continues to give a chronological account of the Mayflower voyage, and settlement, 
encounters with the Native Americans who helped them, the growth of Plymouth Colony, and expansion to 
outlying areas such as Duxbury. The difficulties of the trans-Atlantic voyage and the settlement are well known 
to anyone familiar with the Pilgrim story. One-half the passengers and crew died during the first winter. Of the 
eighteen adult women who made the crossing, only five (soon to be four) remained. We learn of the arrival of 
the Fortune that brought Peter Browne’s future wife, the widowed Martha Ford.  Peter Browne’s marriage to 
Martha produced two daughters Mary and Priscilla.  Peter would marry again when Martha died in 1630.  He 
had two more children before he died in 1633.  An inventory of his estate showed that among his farm animals 
were eight sheep, the largest holding of sheep in the colony, a fact explained by his trade as a weaver.  His 
widow Mary received custody of their two daughters. The two daughters of Martha Ford were apprenticed out.  
When they turned seventeen, they asked the Plymouth Court to assign them to their uncle, John Browne.  

On February 21, 1621, William Mullins died. He composed his will on the day of his death. This was the 
first will in Plymouth colony.  All of William Mullins’ family in Plymouth, except for daughter Priscilla, died that 
first winter. Young Priscilla was first taken in by William Brewster’s household. She was of a marriageable age 
and had several unmarried and widowed men to choose from. The most famous suiters were Miles Standish 
and John Alden. Priscilla Mullins’s descendant Henry Wadsworth Longfellow immortalized the love triangle and 
marriage in his poem, The Courtship of Miles Standish. Kathy Atherton and Susannah Horne analyze the poem 
to determine what parts are plausible and what parts are legend. It is plausible that Priscilla could consider 
which marriageable man would offer her the best chances of survival. John Alden, the Mayflower’s cooper 
(maintainer of barrels) had to decide whether or not to take the dangerous voyage back to England on the 
Mayflower or remaining in the colony, also a dangerous option. Longfellow liked to think that John Alden’s love 
for and admiration of Priscilla’s virtue convinced him stay. The poem depicts Priscilla’s marriage to John Alden 
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as a new beginning, not just for John and Priscilla, but for the colony and humanity. John and Priscilla had ten 
children and the most Mayflower descendants. Among their descendants are the future Presidents John Adams 
and John Quincy Adams. John and Priscilla’s descendants built or enlarged John and Priscilla’s house in Duxbury. 
Alden descendants lived in the house until the early 1920s.  The property has remained in the Alden family for 
400 years. The house and archeological remains of an earlier house are now part of the John and Priscilla Alden 
Family Sites National Historical Landmark. The house is now owned by the Alden Kindred of America, Inc. The 
blue plaque on the Mullins house in Dorking makes no mention of the daughter Priscilla, the sole survivor of the 
members of her family who arrived on the Mayflower, who faced the challenge of raising children 3000 miles 
from home. In the United States, Pilgrim descendants revere Priscilla as a Mother of a Nation.  

Kathy Atherton & Susannah Horne, with additional research by Jane le 
Cluse. The Weaver, Shoemaker and the Mother of a Nation. Dorking, 
England: The Cockerel Press, c2019. 82 pages. Illustrations, maps, index, 
bibliography, ISBN 978-1-909871-18-2.  

(Available for $20 from the Alden Kindred of America, PO Box 2754, 
Duxbury, MA 02331-2754; telephone: 781-934-9092; 
http://www.alden.org )   

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

 

 

                                Introductory map of Dorking – Dorking Museum & Heritage Centre 

http://www.alden.org/
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Peter’s Baptism at St. Martin, Dorking, Surrey England 

Peter’s baptismal record: 

 

 Peeter Broone Son of Willm  bapt 26 January 1594 

Record of the church in Dorking/Darking was mentioned in the Domesday survey in 1086 as being a 
manorial church.  It was rebuilt in the 12 century into its cross shape with a central tower.  Side aisles were 
added in the 14th century and modifications were made to the windows.  This would have been the church that 
Peter would have known.  St. Martin’s church was remodeled extensively in the 19th century.  For more about 
the current church and its history: https://spireofdorking.wordpress.com/  

https://spireofdorking.wordpress.com/
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Editor’s Notes: 
DO NOT BE MISLED! 
Peter Brown of Windsor, CT is not a son of Peter Brown the Mayflower 
passenger.  Descendants of Peter are through his two daughters, thus 
finding a “Brown” or “Browne” ancestor will not necessarily lead you to 
Pilgrim Peter Brown.  
Mayflower Descendant 23:76; Mayflower Descendant 43:14 and Mayflower 
Families through Five Generations 7:14 

The First Thanksgiving 

There are two primary sources that describe the first 

Thanksgiving: Edward Winslow’s description in 

Mourt’s Relation and Bradford’s, Of Plimoth 

Plantation.  Winslow’s account is the more 

descriptive of the two: 

  "our harvest being gotten in, our governor sent four men on fowling, that so we might after a special 

manner rejoice together, after we had gathered the fruits of our labors; they four in one day killed as much 

fowl, as with a little help beside, served the Company almost a week, at which time amongst other 

Recreations, we exercised our Arms, many of the Indians coming amongst us, and amongst the rest their 

greatest king Massasoit, with some ninety men, whom for three days we entertained and feasted, and they 

went out and killed five Deer, which they brought to the Plantation and bestowed on our Governor, and 

upon the Captain and others. And although it be not always so plentiful, as it was at this time with us, yet 

by the goodness of God, we are so far from want, that we often wish you partakers of our plenty." 

Modern spelling translation found in Pilgrim Hall Museum’s what Happened in 1621  

 

    Thanksgiving Blessings to you, dear cousins! 

 

Meet the PPBS Board 

Officers: 

 

Sheryl Schilling 

Governor 

 

Elizabeth Werner 

Assistant Governor 

 

Mark Hassenpflug 

Treasurer 

 

Kelly Sharer 

Recording Secretary 

 

Christopher Carter Lee 

Corresponding Secretary 

 

Sandra Sauers 

Historian 

 

 

  

PPBS Member Surnames Back Nine Generations 

from Peter: 
Alger, Allen, Bedford, Bonney, Booth, Botcher, Brown, Byars, Byram, Carter, 

Caswell, Chase, Churchill, Colwell, Curtis, Doughty, Dunham, Durfee, Edson, 

Elliott, Esten/Easton, Emerson, Fuller, Greenman, Hack, Harlow, Hart, 

Hayward, Hilburn/Hilbourn, Kearns, Keene,  Krohn, Macomber, Packard, 

Paine, Plumley, Randall, Raymond, Rickard, Sackett, Short, Smith, Snow, 

Tinkham, Tomson/Thompson, Whiting 
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Pilgrim Peter Brown Society 
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Contact the Society through our website:  www.pilgrimpeterbrownsociety.org 
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